
HOTEL employee Jennifer Chong Cheng
Yoong was so blinded by love of her mar-
ried boyfriend she forged 116 documents
so he could claim
money for work he
allegedly did not
do.

Chong, 41, was
jailed for six weeks
yesterday after
pleading guilty to
10 counts of for-
gery relating to the
casual labour pay-
ment vouchers.

The Malaysian
not only lost her
job of seven years
as an assistant
housekeeping exec-
utive with Shangri-
La Hotel, but she al-
so had to pay back $14,851 to her former
employer.

Chong, who had never had a boyfriend
before, forged the vouchers after her un-
employed lover, Muhammad Saufi Idross,
37, asked her to help him raise money to
pay his debts, the court heard.

However, the hotel’s operations offi-
cer became suspicious when Saufi submit-
ted three payment vouchers to claim pay-
ments for part-time work, each exceed-
ing $100, said Deputy Public Prosecutor
Norman Yew.

The officer reported it to his superior,
who told him to review past claims made
by Saufi. A total of 116 false claims were
uncovered.

Pleading for leniency, Chong’s lawyer,
Mr Lim Kia Tong, said his client, a first-
time offender, committed the offences
out of love for Saufi.

He had begged her to help him create
the vouchers, as he had to support his
two young children and ailing mother.

Mr Lim said Chong was “blinded by
love which she, at an age of 40 years
then, had never experienced before”.

He said she had not benefited from the
offences and had repaid the money with-
out any help from Saufi.

Another 106 similar charges were tak-
en into consideration.

Chong could have been jailed up to
four years and/or fined on each offence.

Saufi has since been charged and his
case is pending.

ELENA CHONG

A SUB-CONTRACTOR was jailed yes-
terday for making a false declaration
to the Ministry of Manpower (MOM)
so she could renew the work permits
of her foreign workers.

Nah Lee Guan, 56, pleaded guilty
to lying to MOM officers in 2005 that
her company, Scarbo Construction
Contractor, had been awarded a con-
tract by construction company Mag-
decon Projects.

In fact, her company had never
dealt with Magdecon.

Investigations showed that she
wanted to exploit the Man-Year Enti-
tlement (MYE) system, which sets a
quota for the number of foreign work-
ers on construction projects.

By falsely declaring that she had
projects with Magdecon, she could re-
new the work permits of her existing
workers.

For her offence, Nah was jailed for
four weeks.

She is one of three contractors who
have been jailed for similar offences
since October.

The other two were Narayanan
Nair Nalini Devi, 59, and Chua Loke
Hwa, 52, who were also jailed for four
weeks each, on Dec 17 and Oct 15 re-
spectively.

Six others have been charged with
making similar false declarations to re-
new the work permits of their foreign
workers.

This is the first time that MOM is
taking rogue contractors to task for
abusing the quota system.

The punishment for doing so is a
maximum fine of $5,000 and/or six
months’ jail.

The quota system was introduced
in 1998 to control the number of for-
eign workers in the construction sec-
tor.

Commenting on the latest convic-
tions, Mr Aw Kum Cheong, MOM’s di-
visional director of its foreign man-
power management division, said the
“blatant exploitation of the MYE
scheme will not be tolerated”.
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A 21-YEAR-OLD man was jailed six weeks
yesterday for being a member of an unlaw-
ful assembly that attacked a 20-year-old
man in Downtown East in June.

When Aminurrashid Johana, 22, pleaded
guilty on Nov 11, the judge asked the prose-
cution for statistics to show whether such
crimes are on the rise.

District Judge Ronald Gwee made this re-
quest in the light of several gang violence
incidents in October and last month, in-
cluding the murder of student Darren Ng,

19, on Oct 30, also in Downtown East.
However, figures provided by Assistant

Public Prosecutor Thiagesh Sukumaran yes-
terday indicated that the number of young
people, aged seven to 19, arrested and
charged with rioting declined in the past
few years.

The prosecutor said: “Despite the sever-
al recent offences that have come under
the media spotlight, this particular case
should not be tarred by the same brush.”

He noted that Aminurrashid’s offence
was less aggravated and less serious and
was in no way related to the other inci-
dents of gang violence in Downtown East.

However, the offence had been commit-
ted in a busy entertainment venue, and an
enhanced jail sentence of between six and
eight weeks would be appropriate punish-
ment, he said.

Defence counsel Anand Nalachandran

had argued for a jail term of not more than
four weeks since Aminurrashid was not a
secret society member and was the least
culpable among those involved in the at-
tack.

According to court documents, an argu-
ment broke out after Aminurrashid and
Mohd Iqbal Azman, 22, barged into victim
Dennis Lim Swan Seng at about 12.40am
on June 20.

Aminurrashid and Iqbal went off to find
their friends, and one of them, Hassan
Mansoor Mohamad, 19, suggested attack-
ing the other group. The trio, with Mohd
Fadli Yusoff, 23, and Rahu Syad Mohamad
Yusoff, 22, then went looking for Mr Lim.

Along the way, Hassan picked up a yel-
low plastic “wet floor” sign, which he used
to hit Mr Lim in the face. Police immediate-
ly stepped in to stop the attack. Mr Lim
was treated for cuts to his face and hands.

Aminurrashid, who had also pleaded
guilty to possessing methamphetamine
last month, was jailed a year for the drug
offence. Both sentences are to run concur-
rently.

The maximum punishment for parti-
cipating in an unlawful assembly is two
years in jail and a fine. Aminurrashid could
have been jailed up to 10 years and fined
up to $20,000 for the drug offence, as it is
his second.

Hassan has been sentenced to reforma-
tive training. Iqbal was jailed for 1½ years
as he has previous convictions for robbery
and causing hurt. Mohd Fadli and Rahu
Syad have been charged but not yet dealt
with.
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AFTER the Commercial Affairs Depart-
ment began investigating 18 people on sus-
picion of filing false personal-injury insur-
ance claims with India International Insur-
ance in January last year, the net slowly
widened to include those cheating other
insurance firms.

Eight phantom “victims” from the ini-
tial group have been brought to court.
One was placed on probation, while four
were jailed for between two and four
months.

Probation reports have been ordered
for three, while 10, including alleged mas-
termind Ong Ai Peng, 48, will be dealt
with next month.

Meanwhile, five offenders from a sec-
ond group of eight people who tried to de-
fraud insurers AXA, Tokio Marine and In-
come, the NTUC insurance cooperative,
were jailed yesterday for between two and
six months.

The mastermind of this group, Phang
Choon Meng, 38, also pleaded guilty yes-
terday to seven charges of conspiring with
accomplices to claim compensation for in-
juries amounting to $255,000.

He will be sentenced on Jan 6. Two oth-
er suspected accomplices have not yet
been dealt with.

The court heard that Phang would have
friends at car repair workshops refer acci-
dent victims to him for help in filing their
insurance claims.

He would do so but also coach accom-
plices to pretend they had been inside the
car, so they could fool doctors and obtain
medical certificates for fake injuries.

The personal-injury claims supported
by the medical certificates were then pre-
sented to the insurance agencies through
law firms.

On occasion, Phang would stage his
own accidents, as he did one time in
2008. An acquaintance, Lim Boon Wee,
31, had complained to Phang and Ray-
mond Ng Yang Kheng about a big dent on
his car which he could not afford to re-
pair.

Phang volunteered to take the car and
stage an accident, so the repairs would be
paid for by the insurer.

While Phang drove, he advised Ng, 30,
that their target should be vehicles driven
by foreign workers instead of cars driven
by fellow Singaporeans, who were more fa-
miliar with the rules.

On Dec 17 that year, at a Clementi exit
of the Ayer Rajah Expressway, Phang
slammed his brakes while driving the car.
The lorry directly behind was unable to
stop in time and crashed into the rear of
the vehicle.

In the accident report, Lim claimed to
have been the driver. Mohd Sharin Sulaim-
an, 37, and Teo Wee Leng, 40, were roped
in to pretend to be passengers who were al-
so injured.

According to court documents, Phang
also “borrowed” two Bangladeshi workers
from a friend, purportedly to carry things,
but filed a total of eight insurance claims
amounting to $45,840 under their names.

However, discrepancies in the number
of injured passengers in the accounts of
the drivers of the other vehicles involved
in the accidents emerged, and the fraud
was discovered.

For conspiring to cheat the insurance
firm, Phang could be jailed for up to 21/2

years and fined for each charge.
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A CABBY who reversed his taxi with the
front door open, hitting a carpark warden
on the shoulder, was jailed for three
weeks yesterday.

Dany Lu You Cong, 55, had been ap-
proached by enforcement team leader Ka-
har Sulong, who suspected him of tamper-
ing with his parking coupon.

Instead of handing over the coupon, he
shouted at Mr Kahar to move away, then
reversed his taxi.

Its door hit the back of Mr Kahar’s
right shoulder.

Lu pleaded guilty to committing a rash
act that endangered the personal safety of
others.

The court heard that the incident took

place at the multi-storey carpark of Block
291F, Bukit Batok Street 24, on April 30.

Mr Kahar, 25, was on duty with a col-
league at about 2am when they noticed
the tabs of the coupon in Lu’s parked taxi
were folded instead of being torn out.

He decided to wait for the cabby to re-
turn and then check the coupon.

The two men later approached Lu as he
was opening the door of his taxi.

After identifying himself, Mr Kahar
asked Lu to hand over the parking cou-
pon, but the cabby refused and started his
engine.

Lu could have been jailed for up to six
months or fined up to $2,500, or both.
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